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Break Out the Holiday Decorations!

TheHoliday Decorating
Contest will be on Dec. 11.
Thereisno need to enter,
just turn on your lights that
evening asthe Christmas
gnomesdrive by.

Categorieshave
included: Best Street, Best
Useof Lighting, Best Old-
Fashioned Christmas, Best
Animation and more!

Competition gets
fierce—but just in the spirit

By Jan Chomyn
OTPA PRESIDENT

Aseach year comesto an
end, it is customary to
assesswhat we have
accomplished and make
plansfor the following year.
Well, thisyear, I'm not
going to do that. At OTPA,
our missionis alwaysan
ongoing one. We can
certainly look to past
accomplishments, and there
are always more goalsto
reach toward. But our goals
asagroup are never quite
reached. Infact, weare
keepers of a flamethat has
been passed down from

of the season.
Old Towne
home-owners
have been doing
aterrific job and
each year
promisesto be
better than the
last.

If youwould
liketobea
Christmas

gnome and help judge, call Patty Ricci at (714) 639-5700.

President’s Message

generations of peoplewho
have occupied these
buildingsin Old Towne. We
giveavoicetothesesilent
giants of brick and wood
and stone and glasswhich

cannot speak for themselves.

Attimes, it isan uphill
battle. With every piece of
historic fabric we rescue,
thereis another ready to
tumble, either from neglect
or misguided attempts at
improvements. But we keep
trying to protect the
architectural integrity of our
historic district and to keep
asense of community and
prideinliving here aswe do

so. Our mission will
continueto be to educate
people and to preservethis
heritage.

What is necessary are
peopleto realize that this
areaisan immense asset to
the entire City and environs.
Likeany non-replenishable
resource, whenit'sgone, it's
gone. | alwaysthink of Old
Towne asasort of living,
breathing dioramaof history
mingling with lifein the 21
century. We are so
fortunate to have afoot in
both worlds. What a
privilegeit isto be apart of
keeping them both alive!
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Russ and his wife Pat
livein a1906 Classical
Revival (astylethat falls
between the Victorian and
the Craftsman style) at the
corner of Maple and Grand.
They havelivedinthis
house since 1975 and prior
to that in asmaller house on
Palmyrafor several years.
The Barrioses raised their
two daughtersin this home.

Several of the
outstanding features of their
homeincludetheoriginal
woodwork, the pocket
doors, the wrap-around
front porch and of course,
their wonderful garden.
Russ says that when he wins
the lottery hewould loveto
take onimproving the cellar
and making it amore
useable spacein their home.

Russ and Pat have long
beeninvolvedinthe
community. Russisanative
to Orange County and Pat is
atransplanted Bostonian.
Russ served as a school
board member for over eight
years and prior to hiswork

as a consultant for non-
profits he was on the staff
for several Orange County
Supervisors.

Having livedin Old
Townefor over thirty years,
Russ has seen many
changes. Early on the official
maps of the area showed the
neighborhood listed as
“blighted.” Storeswere
empty around the Plaza and
the plans were to raze much
of the housing to make room
for low cost apartments.
Fortunately, some people
with vision prevailed. Russ
was on OTPA’'sfounding
board and worked to bring
preservation and historic
recognitiontothe
community.

While Russ and Pat love
the neighborhood for its
charm, beauty, and sense of
community, hebelievesmore
could be donewith just small
efforts from the city. Russis
no stranger to change and
knowsthat nothing staysthe
same; hopefully, it will
changefor the better . The
role of OTPA isto educate
and advocate with home
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Under the Porch Light
with Russ Barrios

owners, the city,
and business
and academic
intereststo
preserveand
restore Old
Towne.

Soif you
happen to walk
by and you see
Russ on the
porch, make
sure you say
hello!If some of
their home-grown persimmons are out for sale, pick a
couple up and help support the Pitcher Park Community
Foundation of which Pat is president. Russ might even
tell you how to know when they arereally ripe.

ORANGE'S #1 HOME SELLER

(714) 997-0050 Ext. 101
1537 East Chapman Avenue

Orange, CA 92866

www.orangere al ly.com
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Preserves Home Tour Success
Treats | n th e Streets Thisyear’s Home Tour sought to highlight some of the

great homes that we have in our Southwest Quadrant. It
Each year, OTPA sdlls was also an opportunity to educate the public about
baked goods at '_I'reats inthe preservation and Orange history. We had a great turnout
Streetsto show it CAES for acool Saturday, and in spite of Sunday’srain, with
about our community. attendance just over 1,000.
Thanks so muchto Our homeownerswere showered with compliments. It

Slagoggg:ljzoa?l%nie:vent was great to see familiar faces among our 120+
Chair Brady MacDonald. volunteers, and to see new faces and make new friends.

The OTPA Board of Directors extends many thanksto
al of you for another successful home tour.

Membership News

Specia thanksto our booth
helpers: Marcella

Ketteringham, Judie Owens,
Sue Vaurs and Nancy Hiser.

Thisyear we made $180
thanksto your delectable s the young soldier protecting OTPA extendsawarm Trenschel, Roy Valverde,
donations. Themoney is OTPA board member Andrea welcometo its newest and Steve Vivian.

earmarked for OTPA’s McCullough from the nearby ghoul,  mempbers; Cheryl Del Toro, New life member
or the Treats in the Streets crowds?

philanthropic efforts, Kitty Doyle, Shirley Henn, includes Sue Marie Vaurs.

including providing ascholarship to college students Karen Imhoof, Gena Jessee, Did you know that you

studying preservation. If you know of agood candidatefor ~ Brandy Keippala, Linnea may now pay your dues on-

our Preservation Studies Scholarship, please call the Kraetz, Todd Lowe, Patrick  line? We are using PayPal

hotline at (714) 639-6840.See you next year! & Dorian McMullen, Ruth  on our website to accept

AI R| CC| Porter, Joseph Rodriguc_az, major credit cards for dues

Jr., Russell Rudeseal, JIm&  payment. Visit usat
Kathryn Swindell, Jeff Www.otpa.org.

“ Proud To Be Your Community Realtor”

About to do work on your home?

L ]

. e | If you arein doubt or have any questions about a
,-,.ur:""" ET- - project on your historic property, please contact
J :"‘ B & the Old Towne Preser vation Association hotline:
e : (714) 639-6840, or e-mail usat info@otpa.org.
oy e B

Wewill be morethan happy to adviseand help
guide you through the process. Wewill also be
#1 Listing and Selling Agent glad to meet with you concer ning your project.

in The City of Orange 2003 to 2005!
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2006 Board Nominations

Your Old Towne Preservation Association Nominating Committeeis pleased to announce the following
slate of candidates for the 2006 OTPA Board of Directors:

h/&kﬁk Tom Loughrey Russ Barrios
O 2% Nancy Loughrey Janet Crenshaw
=7 Michael Houston Diana Zdenek
Yo Michelle Murphy Jeff Frankel
Tony Trabuco Dennis Caldwell
Jan Chomyn

Submitted by Anne Siebert, Janet Crenshaw, and Bob Hitchcock.

Holiday Happenings

December 4 Orange Tree Lighting and Choir Processional @) 28
December 11 Holiday Decorating Judging ’9?&
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