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Expansion is good for everybody
08/30/2015 • by The Panther Editorial Board • Add Comment

Sophia Nielson

On Aug. 26, Chapman announced that it will be postponing any further expansion until 2016
or later, following a meeting between university President Jim Doti and Chancellor Danielle
Struppa and the Old Towne Preservation Association (OTPA), a vocal opponent of the
university’s planned expansion.
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The proposed expansion plans included an increase in student enrollment, the addition of a
university bar and the expansion of many existing buildings on campus, according to
documents from the City of Orange.
The Panther Editorial Board will support future university expansion once more on-campus
housing for upperclassmen is created.
Moving forward, we believe that the most important aspect of the university’s relationship
with the city should be an ability and willingness to compromise.
OTPA President Sandy Quinn stated that the “aggressive expansion proposed will further
deteriorate the fabric and integrity of our historic district” and that “the current student
population is a big impact on the problem relating to adverse impacts to the Old Towne
Historic District.”
Calling the current students that consistently bring their business to Old Towne on a regular
basis a “problem relating to adverse impacts” to Old Towne seems harsh to say the least. As
for university expansion, groups like the OTPA should realize that with success comes new
demand. Chapman’s increasing popularity means that new students and upperclassmen alike
simply need places to live.
If Orange residents don’t want more and more students seeping into their neighborhoods,
then this means more on-campus housing is needed. It cannot happen both ways.
This is all part of a growing issue that has existed for years; longtime Old Towne residents
are wary of the change that a growing population of college students could bring to a town
accustomed to a relatively quiet way of life.
The positive economic impact that Chapman has had on Orange has been massive, and the
university will continue to be a catalyst for business in the community for years to come.
In postponing further expansion plans, Chapman has gone almost past the point of
compromise to cater to the OTPA’s concerns. The actions do seem to reflect Doti’s statement
that this move was made in the interest of being “a good neighbor,” but groups like the OTPA
cannot expect Chapman to completely go stagnant in terms of growth. Permanently capping
the acreage of campus and the student population does not make sense for anyone, including
the businesses in the historic district that thrive due to Chapman’s presence in the
community.
We agree with Doti that we should definitely strive to be good neighbors as a university and

student body, and we hold the belief that eventual expansion following an increase in oncampus options for student housing is a step in the right direction to benefit both longtime
Orange residents and Chapman students.
Because future expansion is inevitable, the two sides would be best served by figuring out a
way to fairly share the space. Perhaps the OTPA could focus its efforts more on the
preservation of historical places rather than stunting the growth of their Chapman neighbors.

Facebook

Twitter

Google

LinkedIn

Reddit

Email

Comments
0 comments

0 Comments

Sort by Top

Add a comment...

Facebook Comments Plugin

Related Posts:

Dear Mister
President: A
response to
President James
Doti

Womanhood is
not limited to
vagina-hood

Student
Government
executive election
round-up

Make graduation
accessible for
everyone

#Chapman #Chapman U #Chapman University #old town orange #Orange #university
expansion

Raising the flag on crosswalk safety

Equal Opportunity and Diversity
Officer resigns after six months

You may also like
Opinion

Opinion • Sports

Pressed: My pizza addiction

Record breaking homer brings up
questions

Opinion

Opinion

Religious freedom doesn’t mean
oppression

Four years come and gone: What
is next?

Opinion

Opinion

Teaching on the other side of the
world

Debate beyond the Chapman
bubble

About the author

The Panther Editorial Board

View all posts

Leave a Comment
Name *

Email *

Comment

Post Comment

Most Viewed
Chapman postpones plans of expansions,
aims to be a ‘good neighbor’
posted on August 26, 2015

UPDATED: Man pulls out baseball bat in
alleged on-campus altercation; arrest made
posted on August 25, 2015

Expansion is good for everybody
posted on August 30, 2015

Convocation and Playfair 2015
posted on August 30, 2015

Equal Opportunity and Diversity Officer
resigns after six months
posted on August 30, 2015

Website

Chapman postpones plans of expansions,
aims to be a ‘good neighbor’
posted on August 26, 2015

UPDATED: Man pulls out baseball bat in
alleged on-campus altercation; arrest made
posted on August 25, 2015

Expansion is good for everybody
posted on August 30, 2015

Convocation and Playfair 2015
posted on August 30, 2015

Equal Opportunity and Diversity Officer
resigns after six months
posted on August 30, 2015

Recommended
Sports Spotlight: Taylor Cartwright by Mara
Conway
Intolerance is not a relic, but a reality by Mia
Baybayan
YouTube star lights up UPB’s spring concert
by Caroline McNally
College years aren’t the peak, they’re the
beginning by Miles Furuichi
'True Story' is filled with lies by Ashley
Probst
Remember, it's all about not having fun by
Michael Ambrose
Incoming SGA execs appoint directors by
Ronnie Kaufman

Archives

Select Month

Recent Videos

About the Panther
The Panther is Chapman University's studentrun newspaper and publishes weekly on
Mondays during the fall and spring semesters.
The Panther newspaper staff is dedicated to
producing a quality publication in design,
article content and business practice through
the highest level of journalistic integrity.
Copyright © 2015 The Panther

Copyright The Panther © 2015.

